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The News Letter
From the 
Board Chair	
Another summer has quickly passed 
by and with it another successful 
season of our Gros Morne Theatre 
Festival. Attending the 
performances in Cow Head 
provided me with the grand 
opportunity to speak with tourists 
from all over the world! It was an 
honour to do so as Chair of the 
Board and I was deeply proud of all 
the performers. 

I remain awestruck that over a 5 
month period the company 
successfully gave over 160 
performances involving over 30 
artists.  This is a tremendous 
testament to the skill, competence, 
and sheer hard work of all those 
who are involved. Of course, we 
would be unable to continue to be 
the professional theatre company 

that we are without our amazingly 
talented staff.  On behalf of the 
Board, I want to publicly 
acknowledge and thank the 
dedication of our staff, Gaylene 
Buckle, Jeff Pitcher, Adam Brake, 
Natasha Butt, Denise Dolliver, and 
Christine House. All of these people 
keep the company afloat and we are 
indebted to them! 

I hope to see you at our Christmas 
show, Ed and Ed’s Nutcracker 
Christmas Concert, opening at the 
Arts and Culture Centre at the end 
of November (see What’s On sidebar 
on this page) . As always we thank 
you for your continued support of 
TNL.  I wish everyone the very best 
and brightest that the Christmas 
season has to offer.

Katrina Basha, TNL Board Chair

The Newsletter of Theatre Newfoundland Labrador

Contact us: TNL, P.O. Box 655, Corner Brook, NL A2H 6G1   Phone 709-639-7238, Fax 709-639-1006
Email tnl@theatrenewfoundland.com Website  www.theatrenewfoundland.com

What’s On at TNL? 
30 November and 01 December 
at 8:00 pm, 02 December at 
2:00 pm, Arts & Culture centre
Ed & Ed’ sNutcracker Christmas 
Concert
Tickets from A&C Centre or call 
709-637-2580

2018 
24 February at 2:00 pm and 4:00 
pm at the Palace Theatre, 
Broadway 
Sara…h McDonald Youth Theatre 
presents the Winter Carnival  Children’s 
Dinner Theatre production of  Robert 
Munsch’s Get Me Another One.
Call 709-639-7238 for tickets

February (date and location TBD)
Nova Theatrum’s Escape Room

10 March at 3:00 pm in the Rotary 
Arts Centre Sara..h McDonald’s A 
Wonderful Dogfish  Pay-what-you-can at 
the door

26-29 April at the Arts & Culture 
Centre 
Sara….h McDonald Youth Theatre 
presents Shakespeare’s Romeo & Juliet.

More details at
www.theatrenewfoundland.com

Andy Jones 
and 
students of 
the Sara…h 
McDonald 
Youth 
Theatre
Photo Gaylene 
Buckle
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 The TNL Board 

The Articles of Association for Theatre Newfoundland 
Labrador TNL require that a Board of Directors be 
elected at the Annual General Meeting by TNL 
members.  Any member can be considered for election 
to the Board.  Each director is elected for a 2-year term 
and may serve more than one term upon 
recommendation of the Nominating Committee and 
ratification of the board. 

The actual number of Directors varies from time to time 
but must be between 12 and 20 members.  At present 
there are 15 Directors of TNL.   

The primary role of the TNL Board of Directors is to 
serve as the organization's governing body and to secure 
private funds through fundraising initiatives and 
corporate & patron donations/sponsorships. 
.  
The board is charged with establishing policy to be 
carried out by the administrative staff.  
Board members have a stewardship role:  

o to speak on behalf of the organization;  
o to promote its programs and services;  
o to represent the organization in social and 

business and legislative meetings;  
o to help support the organization financially; 
o to organize and participate in the fundraising 

efforts of the organization 

More specifically, the Board is responsible for such 
things as the appointment of the Artistic Director and 
the General Manager; establishing and enforcing a wide 

range of TNL policies; and keeping an eye on the 
budget. 

The full Board meets monthly, except for three months 
in the summer, but the executive (Chairman, Vice-
chairman, secretary and treasurer, plus, ex-officio, the 
Artistic Director and the General Manager) may meet 
more often, and there are many informal meetings 
between Board members and the administrative staff 
that are necessary to ensure the smooth running of the 
company.   

TNL Board members are expected to chair and/or serve 
on at least one Board  Standing Committee.  As well, all 
Board members are expected to be involved with 
fundraising efforts. 
The Standing Committees are: Financial; Governance; 
Fundraising/Sponsorship/ Communications; and 
Nominating 

Being a TNL Board member requires commitment, and 
membership is strictly on a volunteer basis. The current 
board members are Katrina Basha (Chair), Trina Simms 
(Vice Chair), Sherry Moulton (Treasurer), Pamela Gill 
( Secretary), David Smallwood( Past Chairperson), and 
members at large Karla Biggin,  Jane Brewer, Stephanie 
Buckle, Melanie Callahan, Jerry Etienne, Adrian Payne, 
Carol Payne, Rhoda Reardon, Tarragh Shanahan, and 
Nora Shears. 

We thank them all for their time, dedication and hard 
work.  Without them TNL would not be the excellent 
professional theatre company that it is today. 

     Katrina Basha, TNL Board Chair 
     Mervyn Dean, TNL Newsletter editor 

Who’s Who in Theatre? 

TNL is a registered charity (BN: 126589910RR0001). If you would like to make a donation please contact the TNL office at 
709-639-7238 or visit the TNL website at http://www.theatrenewfoundland.com and click on “Donate Now”.

A scene from the Gros Morne Theatre Festival’s 
2017 presentation,  Heroes (Gerald Sibleyras, 
translated by Tom Stoppard).  

From left to right: Michael Chiasson, John Dartt, 
and Craig Haley.

(Photo Tom Cochrane)
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The	Nutcracker	meets	A	Christmas	Carol	in	this	year’s	
TNL	Christmas	Concert!	It’s	Christmas	Eve	and	there’s	a	
huge	Christmas	Concert	on	the	go	with	Ed	and	Edna	as	
hosts.	Everyone’s	having	a	wonderful	grand	?me,	except	
Ed	who’s	sad	because	this	is	Young	Ed’s	first	Christmas	
away	from	home	—	he’s	working	in	Fort	Mac.	The	
evening	takes	a	turn	when	Wee	Edna	opens	her	present	
—	a	life	sized	“Young	Ed”	Nutcracker	soldier	who	
magically	comes	to	life.	At	the	same	?me	Christmas	
ghosts	have	escaped	the	confines	of	Charles	Dickens’	“A	
Christmas	Carol”	to	visit	the	Premier	on	the	eve	of	his	
annual	Christmas	vaca?on	to	the	west	coast.		

An	evening	of	song,	skits	and	sa?re	that	will	start	your	
Christmas	season	with	a	good	old	Newfoundland		
“?me.”	We’re	throwing	everything	under	the	tree	from	a	
“Year-in-Review”	to	predic?ons	for	the	New	Year.	There’ll	
be	Christmas	songs	and	carols	under	the	expert	direc?on	
of	Allison	Crowe,	appearances	by	special	guests,	and	skits	
that	send	up	local	and	provincial	personali?es	and	news.		

There’ll	be	a	special	appearance	by	the	Sara…..h	
McDonald	Youth	Theatre	and,	of	course,	all	hosted		
by	those	Newfoundland	treasures,	Ed	and	Ed	and	Edna.		
Gregg	Taaffe	as	Ed,	Angele	Yetman	as	Edna	with	Adam	
Brake	as	Young	Ed	and	Mira	Buckle	as	Wee	Edna	along	
with	special	guest	Craig	Haley	as	the	Premier	‘imself.	

The	Ed’s	will	present	their	version	of	E.T.	Hoffmann’s	The	
Nutcracker	and	the	Mouse	King	as	presented	in	
Tchaikovsky’s	ballet	choreographed	by	Corner	Brook’s	
own	Candice	Pike.	Ed	as	the	Sugar	Plum	Fairy,	Edna	as	the	
MV	Highlanders	Ferry	dancing	the	roman?c	ballet,	The	
Roast	Beef	Waltz.	Our	Youth	Theatre	will	perform	the	Jigs	
Dinner	Reel	

An	old	?me	Newfoundland	Christmas	Concert	hosted	by	
the	venerable	Ed	&	Ed!	Skits,	songs,	carols	and	special	
guests	for	a	hilarious	evening	of	pre-Christmas	frolic.	
Come	and	unwrap	some	Christmas	surprises	with	us!		

Jeff	Pitcher,	TNL	Ar:s:c	Director	

(Ed	&	Ed’s	Nutcracker	Christmas	Concert	will	run	from	30	
November	to	02	December	at	the	Corner	Brook	Arts	&	Culture	
Centre).		

Nova Theatrum’s Escape Room
In November students from the Sara..h McDonald Youth Theatre’s 
StageCraft program, as Nova Theatrum, launched our very first Escape Room to 
sell-out crowds. This project was highly successful, and our students devious 
designs ensured that no one managed to make it through the 4 rooms in the 
allotted time. Students used the skills they learned in the brand new 
StageCraft program (taught by Sarah White) to design, build and run our 
escape room. We can’t wait for February to show you what we have planned 
next.
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It has been a very busy Fall for us at the Sara…H 
McDonald Youth Theatre since classes began on 
September 11th.

For our first three classes this year, students worked on 
a “play creation” project. We took time to explore 
operating human sized “Doughboy” puppets, finding an 
ensemble movement that worked. Once we had 
established ourselves as experts with our puppets, the 
task turned to creating a 5 minute piece that involved 
two Doughboy puppets and 10 operators. We 
experimented with collective playwriting, allowing every 
student to have an equal voice in the room when it came 
to the creation of their class’s piece. In the end we had 3 
presentations (Doughboy fashion show, Doughboy 
workout, and a romantic Doughboy encounter) which 
we presented at the NUIT 150+ event.

NUIT 150+ was a truly amazing and inspiring 
event that brought our arts community together 
for one evening. I was so proud to have our 
students participate in this event. I knew the 
event would be successful, but was not prepared 
for the very large audiences. It was wonderful to 
be able to reach out, engage the community, and 
show them our work in a new way.

Almost immediately after NUIT 150+, our students 
were very fortunate to be offered workshops by the 
cast and crew of the National Arts Centre production 
of Andy Jones  adaptation of Moliére’s Tartuffe. There 
were 3 workshops attended by almost 40 students. 
Robert Joy and Greg Malone offered a workshop in 

comedy to our older students, Rory Lambert and Eric 
Davis offered a workshop to our younger students in 
Ensemble, and Andy Jones offered a workshop to 
students of all ages in storytelling. Our students are 
still talking about this day, which serves as another 
example of them experiencing the National theatre 
industry.

In late October, a small team of students accompanied 
the “Doughboys” to the Relay for life, where they 
walked the track with the other participants for an 
hour, raising $100 for cancer awareness.  It was a great 
way to have our students give back to our community.

In December, our youngest students will join the 
community of Corner Brook onstage for Ed and Ed’s  
Nutcracker Christmas Concert.

Finally, as we finish classes for the Fall Semester, we are 
opening registration for our Winter Semester. The 
winter is jam-packed with activities for students of all 
ages, starting in February with Get Me Another One a 
Winter Carnival dinner theatre based on the Robert 
Munch book of the same name. Our StageCraft class, 
Nova Theatrum, will present a brand new escape room 
during Winter Carnival, and then in March as part of 
the March Hare our students will be presenting a 
reading of A Wonderful Dogfish Racket, based on the 
book by Tom Dawe, adapted by Sara…H McDonald. 
Finally, in April our oldest students will present 
William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet.  There is lots 
to look forward to in the winter, and we look forward 
to seeing you in our rehearsal hall!

Adam Brake, TNL Artistic Associate

DISCLAIMER AND EXCLUSION OF LIABILITY: 
 The statements , comments, views, or opinions contained in this newsletter are those of the respective individuals expressing or making them 
and do not necessarily represent the views or opinions of Theatre Newfoundland Labrador Inc., its Board of Directors or any of its members, 
employees or volunteers.
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Malone & 
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students
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