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The News Letter
From the Board 
Chair	
 Our 22nd season of Gros 
Morne Theatre Festival 
officially opened 03  June with 
Fly Me to the Moon by Marie 
Jones and directed by our 
Artistic Director, Jeff Pitcher. 
What a grand opening it was 
with a spectacularly funny 
production which had the 
packed house laughing in their 
seats and me with tears 
streaming down my face.  This 
promises to be another 
inspiring season with some 
shows already sold out! 

The Board of TNL continues 
to work diligently behind the 

scenes and we are all certainly 
proud to be a part of this 
professional theatre company. 
We hope that you will come to 
Cow Head and see a show - 
heck, we hope that you come 
up and see all of them.  The 
cast and crew of GMTF look 
forward to seeing you. 

We are always looking for 
volunteers to help us with 
various events so please feel 
free to contact me at any time.

We wish all of you a safe and 
enjoyable summer.
  

Katrina Basha, TNL Board 
Chair

The Newsletter of Theatre Newfoundland Labrador

What’s On at 
TNL? 
Until 03 September: Gros Morne 
Theatre Festival.  
Neddy Norris Night
S.S. Ethie Dinner Theatre
Newfoundland Vinyl
The Out Vigil
Fly Me to the Moon 
Heroes
See website for show dates and times.

09 July - 27 August - Corner Brook 
Ghost Walk Sundays, Mondays, and 
Wednesdays  at 8:30 pm, weather 
permitting.

15 August (until full enrolment) - 
Sara….H McDonald Youth Theatre 
registration for Fall classes

More details at
www.theatrenewfoundland.com

30 Nov - 02 Dec: TNL’s Christmas 
Concert  Check our website regularly so 
you won’t miss more information as it 
becomes available

Una McMullin (Francis) and Stephanie Payne (Loretta) in 
Marie Jones’ Fly Me to the Moon

You can book and buy your tickets 
for Gros Morne Theatre Festival 
online. Go to http://
www.theatrenewfoundland.com  or 
scan the QR code with your mobile 
device.

http://www.theatrenewfoundland.com
http://www.theatrenewfoundland.com
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House Manager 

The House Manager in the theatre is the person 
responsible for ensuring that the patrons enjoy their 
theatre experience, and that they are comfortable 
and safe while doing so.  This includes everything 
from the temperature in the room (not only setting 
the room temperature but also making sure that the 
air conditioner is turned on at an appropriate time 
and, when necessary, changing the air filters), 
through seating arrangements, to helping train Front 
of House Staff in safety procedures.   There are also 
Box Office duties such as taking reservations, 
preparing programs for evening performances, 
handling the cash, and looking after accounting 
procedures.  The House Manager oversees the Box 
Office staff and both the paid and the volunteer 
ushers.   Sometimes the House Manager may have to 
take on usher duties, and, of course, she/he is the “go 
to” person when dealing with patrons’ complaints 
and concerns.

Other duties include attending production 
meetings to liaise between Front of House and 
the Production staff, and responsibility for 

marketing through brochure placements around 
the region and through encouraging other tourism 
operators to attend the performances and so 
become familiar with the shows.

Finally, it is the House Manager’s responsibility to 
order and maintain ample amounts of office 
supplies, janitorial supplies and any other items 
used by Front of House.

When it comes to Gros Morne Theatre Festival’s 
(GMTF) nightly, weekly and show sponsors, after 
the initial request has been sent out by the 
Corner Brook office the House Manager is given 
the list and it is then his/her responsibility to 
make call-backs to both secure the sponsorships 
and schedule their respective nights.  This 
sometimes takes up to six call-backs per sponsor.

For me, as House Manager for GMTF, although 
the position is quite busy, it is one that I 
thoroughly enjoy.  I particularly like seeing all the 
wonderful productions and meeting people, some 
of whom have travelled from great distances to 
see our beautiful scenery and take in our theatre.

Ruth Payne, Front of 
House Manager, Gros 

Morne Theatre Festival

Who’s Who in Theatre? 

TNL is a registered charity (BN: 126589910RR0001). If you would like to make a donation please contact the TNL office at 
709-639-7238 or visit the TNL website at http://www.theatrenewfoundland.com and click on “Donate Now”.

The 2017 GMTF Theatre 
company, with Ruth 

Payne, House Manager, 
2nd from the left in the 

2nd row

http://www.theatrenewfoundland.com
http://www.theatrenewfoundland.com
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From the Artistic Director 

Lot’s happening with TNL.  This summer we’ll be 
presenting a Corner Brook Ghost Walk, directed by 
Mark Bradbury and featuring TNL Artistic 
Associate Adam Brake. The stories, which I know 
are going to send a chill and shiver up your spine, 
were created by Jerry Etienne and Pamela Gill. 
Starting at the O’Connell Centre join a ghostly 
Adam as he takes you on an easy stroll into town 
past the Western Star and Glynmill Inn, then up 
Hospital Hill and onto the eerie Three Bear Path 
at dusk. The Lucky Strike Man, The O’Connell Centre 

Ghost, The Candy Man and the The Girl in White are 
some of the stories that will have you smiling while 
at the same time looking over your shoulder.

But it’s also time for your annual trek to beautiful 
Cow Head on the shores of Shallow Bay at the 
north end of the majestic Gros Morne National 
Park. It’s our Gros Morne Theatre Festival with six 
plays presented from June to September. In the 
Warehouse Theatre, it’s the hilarious comedy, Fly 
Me to the Moon, by Marie Jones, the fun and 
poignant Heroes by Gerald Sibleyras (translated by 
Tom Stoppard), and the magical Out Vigil by Julie 
McIsaac. In the Ethie Room it’s our dinner 
theatre, SS Ethie, by Shane Ellis-Coates, our toe-
tapping, hand-clapping, Newfoundland Vinyl, 
directed by Allison Crowe, and the moving Neddy 
Norris Night, featuring Newfoundland and 

Labrador traditional music, directed by Stephanie 
Payne.       

Wait. There’s more. Get your tickets early for this 
one.

Once upon a time in a little town across the bay 
there was great excitement. It was Christmas Eve 
and there was a huge Christmas Concert on the go. 
Ed and Edna were the hosts. Everyone was having a 
good time except Ed who was sad because this was 
Young Ed’s first Christmas away from home —
working in Fort Mac. The evening takes a turn 
when Young Edna opens her present — a life sized 
Young Ed Nutcracker soldier.

That’s the start of TNL’s new Christmas 
Concert at the Arts and Culture Centre. 
Join us for an evening of song, skits and 
satire that will start your Christmas 
season with a good old Newfoundland 
“time.” We’re throwing everything under 
the tree from a “Year-in-Review” to 
predictions for the new year. There’ll be 
Christmas songs and carols under the 
expert direction of Allison Crowe, 
appearances by special guests, and skits 
that send up local and provincial 
personalities and news. A special 
appearance by the Sara…..h McDonald 
Youth Theatre and, of course, all hosted 
by those Newfoundland treasures, Ed 
and Ed and Edna.

The Ed’s will present their version of 
E.T. Hoffmann’s The Nutcracker and the 
Mouse King as presented in Tchaikovsky’s 

ballet. Ed as the Sugar Plum Fairy, Edna as the 
Mouse Queen dancing the romantic ballet, The 
Roast Beef Waltz. Our Youth Theatre will perform 
the Jiggs Dinner Reel and our Young Edwin lead the 
Peas Pudding Prance.

Last year we surprised you with special guest 
appearances by Mayor Pender as he came face to 
face on Christmas Eve with an irate Santa Claus 
(Ed).  Then there was Gerry Byrne reading T’was 
the Night Before Christmas. Who will be lurking in 
our wings this year? Come and unwrap the surprises 
with us as we revel in an old time Newfoundland 
Christmas Concert.   

Jeff Pitcher, Artistic Director, TNL 

In the mist a ghostly image surveys a sleeping Corner Brook
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It has been quite the year at the Sara…h McDonald 
Youth Theatre. Students ranging from grade one all 
the way to grade twelve collaborated to make some 
great theatre, all while learning about the different 
ways we can make theatre. 

Our work culminated in our final show of the year, 
Jack-Five-Oh by Andy Jones and Philip 
Dinn. Our students drove every aspect of 
the production, working as Actors, 
Assistant Stage Managers, Assistant 
Directors, Musical Directors, Composers, 
Carpenters, Wardrobe Assistants, Running 
Crew, Marketing Assistants and more.  We 
were very fortunate to have writer/actor/
director Andy Jones with us for the entire 
run. Andy joined our students on stage for 
audience talk backs, reinforcing our 
students’ strong connection to the 
Newfoundland theatre industry.

Now, we are turning our focus to the 
upcoming year. We’re proud to launch our 
new logo (at the head off this article) for 
the Sara…H McDonald Youth Theatre. 
The logo, designed by longtime friend 
of TNL Shel Parsons, has plenty of 
significance for us here at TNL. Sara…

h McDonald loved butterflies, and the 
transformation that they go through. We see the 
Butterfly as a tribute to our dear friend, and a 
symbol of the transformation our students can 

experience at TNL. We believe that the 
transformation our students go through comes 
through their collaboration and support of each 
others’ work, and we represented this with two 
butterflies thriving together.

Finally, registration for the 2017-2018 season of the 
Sara…H McDonald Youth Theatre opens on August 
15th and continues until enrolment is full, so don’t be 
disappointed — register early.   Classes will run from 
September 11th until November 17th. Fees for 
Registration are $150 for the first student in a family, 
and $100 for each additional Student.

Adam Brake, Artistic Associate, TNL

DISCLAIMER AND EXCLUSION OF LIABILITY: 
 
The statements , comments, views, or opinions contained in this newsletter are those of the respective individuals expressing or 
making them and do not necessarily represent the views or opinions of Theatre Newfoundland Labrador Inc., its Board of 
Directors or any of its members, employees or volunteers.

Jack Five-Oh Company with SMYT director front left

mailto:tnl@theatrenewfoundland.com
http://www.theatrenewfoundland.com/
mailto:tnl@theatrenewfoundland.com
http://www.theatrenewfoundland.com/

