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The News Letter
From the Board 
Chair 

Greetings fellow theatre goers! As 
we eagerly await the arrival of 
summer here on the west coast the 
doors of the Gros Morne Theatre 
Festival have already opened for 
another spectacular summer of 
theatre in Cow Head. 

On the weekend of June2-3, the 
hilarious Ed&Ed:Trapped  opened to 
a full house. The side splitting 
comedic situations and funny lines 
offered up a great evening of 
entertainment.  I can’t wait to see 
the other productions this summer 
and hope to see many of you there. 
Come and enjoy the spectacular 
scenery of the Gros Morne area and 
in the evening kick back and relax 
while taking in a show in our 
Warehouse Theatre. 

You can even enjoy a meal 
beforehand while being thoroughly 
entertained with the cast of the S.S. 
Ethie as they recreate the tale of 
how the coastal steamer came to her 
final resting place on the rocks of 
Martin’s Point.

Behind the scenes the Board of 
Directors have been busy with their 
fundraising efforts. As many of you are 
aware, Theatre Newfoundland 
Labrador is a Registered Canadian 
Charity. We depend on both 
individual donors and corporate 
sponsors to continue to offer the 
finest of professional theatre and most 
importantly to provide valuable work 
for talented theatre professionals and 
students of theatre.  

This summer, members of the Board 
of Directors will be out and about at 
venues throughout Corner Brook and 
the region selling tickets for a 50/50 
draw* to take place on 30 September 
2018 at the TNL office in Corner 
Brook. Please consider buying one or 
more tickets to enable us to continue 
to offer quality theatre as well as 
preserving our rich, vibrant culture 
and history through the stories we 
tell.

Have a wonderful, safe and happy 
summer!  See you at the theatre!

 Katrina Basha, TNL Board Chair

The Newsletter of Theatre Newfoundland Labrador

Contact us: TNL, P.O. Box 655, 
Corner Brook, NL A2H 6G1   Phone 
709-639-7238, Fax 709-639-1006
Email tnl@theatrenewfoundland.com 
Website 
 www.theatrenewfoundland.com

What’s On at TNL? 
Gros Morne 
Theatre 
Festival 

02 June -22 
September, Warehouse Theatre, 
Cow Head, and Shallow Bay Motel 
(Ethie room), Cow Head. 
Visit our website    
(www.theatrenewfoundland.com) for 
details of this year’s productions.  

Sara…h 
McDonald 
Youth 
Theatre 

23 July - 03 August, Film Camp 
(see pp2 and 4) 

Keep up to date with TNL events 
by visiting the TNL website at: 

www.theatrenewfoundland.com

*50/50 Draw tickets from: GMTF box office Cow Head 
(1-877-243-2899); TNL Office 709-639-7238; Any TNL Board Member; 
Various local  business outlets in Corner Brook and Cow Head
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Set the Stage - Fundraiser 

For over 25 years, Theatre Newfoundland Labrador has evolved the Gros Morne Theatre Festival into a national gem. It has done 
so in inadequate facilities that it has outgrown. The festival’s ability to find and tell important stories about our rapidly changing 
rural landscape has earned the respect of international audiences.  This campaign is about building a 180 seat multi-function 
theatre complex in Cow Head. This will enable the Festival to take its remarkable storytelling talent to the next level, 
creating opportunity for countless writers, actors and production personnel, and positively impacting a community, a region 
and our entire country for many years to come. 
Help us Set The Stage by making your donation today. 

Online: http://www.setthestagetnl.ca
Mail: 
Set The Stage for Theatre NL 
P.O. Box 23150 
St. John’s, NL A1B 4J9 
Canada 

Telephone: 709.753.0794

Brandon Carabin and John Dartt as Ed & Ed 
in Ed & Ed: Trapped by Jeff Pitcher, playing at 
Gros Morne Theatre Festival (Cow Head) 
until 29 August.
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A New Theatre for TNL

June, 2018 marks the beginning of construction on the 
new theatre facility for Theatre Newfoundland 
Labrador’s Gros Morne Theatre Festival. This will be a 
20, 500 square foot facility that includes a 180-seat 
theatre with lobby, a rehearsal hall, production areas for 
carpentry, props, scenic paint and wardrobe, offices, and 
a full commercial kitchen and bar for the preparation of 
the meals and drinks for the dinner theatre.

The theatre will be a vast improvement in audience 
comfort. The stage is raised and the seating is tiered 
which will afford all patrons a great view of the shows. The 
long table and chair arrangement of the audience seating 
allows all patrons to look forward at the stage. And, there 
is ample room between rows for dinner and bar service.

The additional seats in this new venue will mean that the 
theatre will not have to turn away patrons wanting to 
attend the shows as the audience capacity has been almost 
doubled. All patrons will get a chance to see the shows, 
and, for GMTF, it will generate additional revenue. 

Patrons will notice is that it is much cooler in this theatre. 
This is due to the installation of LED theatre lighting, 
which not only produces energy savings and a utility cost 
reduction for TNL, but also keeps the theatre cooler 
during a performance .

The rehearsal hall is spacious and will provide a space 
solely dedicated to GMTF rehearsals. The space also 
has the potential of being utilized as a studio space for 
small productions.

The production department has been waiting 23 years for 
new facilities and they will be a vast improvement over 
spaces that are currently utilized. And, the purchase of 
new equipment for these facilities will only enhance the 

quality of the technical elements for the shows that these 
artists can achieve. Look forward to seeing very special 
things that will be created in these facilities!

The offices will really be a haven for management and 
design staff. To have a quiet and a private place to work 
and conduct meetings will be a great improvement over 
our current production office. And, the Artistic Director 
will finally have an office at the theatre!

TNL is pleased to have engaged Pittman’s Enterprises – a 
local construction company from St Paul’s, NL – to 
collaborate on this project. We are thrilled to be in 
partnership with our neighbours . The goal is to have this 
facility completed for the 2019 season – to pair with 
celebrations in the park that will mark the 100th 
anniversary of the SS Ethie running aground in Martin’s 
Point on December 3, 1919. The Sinking of the SS Ethie  was 
the first play presented, in August 1995, at what became 
the Gros Morne Theatre Festival, and I cannot think of a 
better way to celebrate the opening of this new theatre 
than with a newly conceived version of it.

Denise Dolliver, GMTF  Company and Production 
Manager, and (New)Theatre Liaison Officer

TNL is a registered charity (BN: 126589910RR0001). If you would like to make a donation please contact the 
TNL office at 709-639-7238 or visit the TNL website at http://www.theatrenewfoundland.com and click on 
“Donate Now”.
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Youth Theatre 

 
It was an amazing spring at the Sara…H McDonald 
Youth Theatre, as our students worked on their largest 
production of the year, Romeo and Juliet. The students 
fully embraced the language of Shakespeare, starting 
with some very intense table work at the beginning of 
our rehearsals that eventually grew to sword-fighting, 
nintendo playing, and some very impressive acting! 
With breakout performances by some of our more 
senior students, like Luke Thibeau as Romeo, Seonaid 
Stark as Juliet and Mira Buckle as Mercutia, this was 
truly our most ambitious work yet. 

As we look forward to the summer, we are excited to 
embark on a brand new adventure. Our two week film 

camp that runs from July 23rd until August 3rd, will be 
an entirely new experience for our students.  This 
summer TNL is partnering with PB Productions to 
create a 2 week film intensive for students who are 
interested in the film-making process. Created for 
students aged 12 and up, this film camp will take them 
through the filmmaking processes of Pre-Production, 
Production and Post-Production, with opportunities 
to play both in front of and behind the camera! 

Students will spend their days learning the different 
principles of film-making, all while working on 
producing their own film to be premiered on the final 
day of the camp! Cost to join up is $350, you can 
register by calling (709) 639-7238, or by emailing Adam 
at youth@theatrenewfoundland.com

As the summer draws to a close, we will be taking 
registration for our Fall semester at our registration 
event at 6pm on August 22nd, where we will also be 
announcing our shows and some of our activities for 
the upcoming Sara…H McDonald Youth Theatre 
2018-2019 season. Come see your classmates from last 
year, get registered, meet some new friends and hear 
what TNL has in store for you. It’s going to be a 
celebration, and you’re definitely going to want to be 
there. Join us at our offices on August 22nd and get 
excited for the year ahead!

Adam Brake, TNL Artistic Associate,

DISCLAIMER AND EXCLUSION OF LIABILITY: 
 
The statements , comments, views, or opinions contained in this newsletter are those of the respective individuals expressing or 
making them and do not necessarily represent the views or opinions of Theatre Newfoundland Labrador Inc., its Board of Directors 
or any of its members, employees or volunteers.

A scene from YT’s production of Romeo 
& Juliet
From left to right:  
Allison Crowe as Nurse,  
Seonaid Stark as Juliet,  
William Bruce-Robertson as Friar 
Laurence,  
Luke Thibeau as Romeo, 
Tara Young as Balthasar 
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